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Summary

Traditional medicines, the mainstay of medical treatment for virtually all minor ailments
in many developing countries, have been tapped for the production of new therapeutics
in the sustenance of human health and well-being (see also — Bio-Cultural Diversity and
Medicine). Vulnerable to the vicissitudes of globalization issues such as intellectual
property rights, trade and gender are of relevance in the Pacific region that is a source of
some unique traditional healing systems.

1. Introduction

The calming remedy and the therapeutic serenity in a world of socio-cultural
development in the Pacific region, and more particularly the South Pacific region, has
been captured in the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel Tales of the South Pacific by James
Michener, and in the cinematic musical South Pacific by Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein Jr. This region of geographical and political significance, whose strategic
location has been described as the Pacific Rim or the Pacific Arc, is spread wide across
some 165.384 million km? of the Pacific Ocean that is home to about 30,000 islands.
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These in turn constitute some 22 countries and territories with a land surface of 550,000
km? contained in either single island states or in groups of large and small dispersed
islands, and which are inhabited by a total population of some 8.5 million inhabitants.

The Pacific region, with its exclusive economic zone of 15 million km? possesses a
unique and unrivalled combination of geographically located bioresources of cultural
and socioeconomic significance that today is being threatened by the novel all-
encompassing waves of globalization (see also— Inventions, Patents and Morality). The
world of medicinal plants is part and parcel of these threatened and vulnerable
indigenous resources in the small island states and territories of the Pacific region.
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